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We recognise that these are challenging times for public 

authorities wishing to achieve regeneration despite reduced 

financial resources.

A local authority does have the option to use its statutory 

powers to acquire property - often in partnership with a 

developer.  Officers and members may, however, be unfamiliar 

with the process and unclear on when and how to use this 

statutory power to best effect. 

We have developed a service to assist an authority to use its CPO 

powers to deliver development at a significantly reduced legal spend.

We have taken our experience, our knowledge of the process and 

our suite of documents and created a streamlined method for CPO.

It allows us to deliver the CPO process in a cost effective and 

efficient way whilst retaining the quality required to ensure such 

Orders succeed.

Online service
We provide a secure online service which includes three key 

elements:

�� CPO documents (including precedent committee reports, 

guidance, checklists and notices)

�� CPO processes (with each stage broken down into task lists)

�� CPO timeline (with tasks/milestones monitored and email alerts 

provided).

What we can do for you
Working together to craft the right strategy

We define the authority’s objectives at the outset.  We can then 

begin to plan the timetable and actions needed and confirm the 

scope of legal input. We will work together with you to plan the 

Statement of Reasons and committee resolutions required.

We provide online access to a secure website as part of our service 

with all relevant documentation, committee report formats and 

guidance to take you through the process together with an action 

list notifying key dates to those involved by email alert.

Legal compliance with the statutory process

Any legal challenge to a CPO will generally be on two grounds:

�� failure of an authority to act within its powers or to comply with 

procedural requirements or 

�� failure to take into account relevant considerations such as 

not appropriately addressing the human rights of a third party 

affected.

Our methodology focuses your legal spend on reducing these 

risks.  Our approach allows other more administrative aspects 

to be undertaken internally by an authority’s own legal planning 

or property team with online guidance and telephone support 

provided at reduced cost by us.  Alternatively, we can provide these 

aspects as additional services.  These would include:

�� identification of third party interests

�� service of all requisite notices

�� transfer of property interests.

Drafting of the Committee Report 
and Statement of Reasons

Our focus will be on the strategic advice and the key committee 

reports and Statement of Reasons to ensure that an authority 

acts both within its powers and deals with all the guidance 

requirements.  Typically, third parties will object to a CPO, often 

to hold out for a favourable valuation.  However, we can reduce 

the likelihood of a successful objection by focussing legal input on 

producing an effective strategy and the key authority documents.

Our pricing does not assume that an inquiry will be necessary but 

adds this as an additional service.

Delivering development



Recent case study
Assisting a Council in partnership with a developer in relation to a 

major office led £270m regeneration scheme. Part of the land was 

acquired by the Council in agreement with the landowners and 

the remainder required a CPO. We assisted the Council with the 

following elements:

�� strategy/timeline

�� drafting Committee Reports

�� drafting Statement of Reasons

�� dealing with Requests for Information from owners

�� drafting the CPO, Schedule of Interests and associated documents.

�� dealing with objections to the CPO

�� undertaking Inquiry work, including drafting statement of case 

and witness statements 

�� drafting confirmation notices

�� dealing with General Vesting Declarations and Notices to Treat/

Enter

�� advising on issues of compensation

�� advice on powers of appropriation, public rights of way and 

statutory undertaker’s equipment.

How we work with you
We differentiate ourselves by the way we work with you.  We have 

designed this service specifically to fit the way that we have found 

an authority wants to work with its legal advisors (although this can, 

of course, be tailored in any given case).

First, we provide our team of specialist lawyers (a number of whom 

are ex-local authority).  This helps us to be attuned to the pressures 

facing local authority officers and members.  It also helps us know 

what you want (and don’t want) from your legal advisors. 

Second, we focus on skills transference within a local authority 

context.  We have undertaken training sessions and model good 

practice to officers during various aspects of a project to allow 

them to gain experience “on the job”.

Third, we offer a secure online service available to authorised users 

within the authority.  This provides a clear methodology setting out 

who does what and when.  

We have taken our internal guidance notes, checklists and 

precedents and made these available.  We explain where our input 

is required and where an authority may choose to make savings on 

its legal spend.  We provide online work flows for each stage of a 

CPO with links to online resources.

Because we have streamlined our approach, we can then focus on 

the key elements of advice and the real value that we add:

�� an effective strategic approach

�� all vires issues covered off 

�� procedural requirements met

�� any objections dealt with (including inquiry representation if 

needed)

�� significant PI cover to back up our advice. 

About us
Burges Salmon is a leading UK law firm.  We concentrate on 

providing a high quality service, focussed on the real value that 

we add to a local authority client and ensuring we achieve the 

right outcomes. 

We have a dedicated planning and CPO team who are well versed 

in the law, practice and procedures of local authorities and other 

clients in the public sector.

Many of our lawyers are ex-local authority and are recognised 

experts in the area of CPO and compensation.

The benefits to you are:

�� a clear understanding of who does what and how much 

it will cost

�� efficiency savings by using our document toolkit and 

timetabled actions 

�� confidence in a collaborative approach provided by a 

leading UK law firm.
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Contact us

Euan Bremner

Partner

Real Estate

+44 (0) 117 939 2282
euan.bremner@burges-salmon.com

Gary Soloman

Partner

Planning and CPO

+44 (0) 117 902 2791
gary.soloman@burges-salmon.com

Ross Polkinghorne

Partner

Real Estate

+44 (0) 117 902 6683
ross.polkinghorne@burges-salmon.com

If you would like further information in regard to this service or a demonstration of how it works please contact us.

www.burges-salmon.com 

One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0ZX   Tel: +44 (0) 117 939 2000   Fax: +44 (0) 117 902 4400

6 New Street Square, London EC4A 3BF   Tel: +44 (0) 20 7685 1200   Fax: +44 (0) 20 7980 4966

Burges Salmon LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales (LLP number OC307212), and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 
It is also regulated by the Law Society of Scotland. Its registered office is at One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0ZX.  A list of the members may be inspected at its registered office. Further 

information about Burges Salmon entities, including details of their regulators, is set out in the ‘Who we are’ section of the Burges Salmon website at www.burges-salmon.com.


